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trines of divine grace which are the power of God un 


tosalvation to every one that believes. — | 
We address you this year on the very important din: 
trine of ( Aris’’s intercession ; a doctrine which, in our 
view, is fraught with egnsolati: op to all who belieye i 
the Son of God doctrine in which the and 
race oi God appeur in great glory, and which is p 


ductive of the mogt happy effects ip all those 


ceive it by faith Weare persuaded, Brethren, that 
if this part of the gospel of God’s grave be received by 
you as it is given in the word of the Lord ;. if you hold 
it fast as an essential part of the faith’ once delivered to 


the Saints, you will derive encreasing peace and com. 


fort trom it, and tind its influence great, in your grows. 
Ing sanctification, i in, exeiting you toboldness, ferven~ 
cy, and diligence iin prayer; and to the active one 
cheerful discharge eof Christian duty. 


Believing the” seriptures to be-the ‘Word of. we 


believe ttto' be a fact; a scripture fact, that Jesus Christ, 
as the Saviour of men, is in the presence of God int 
Heaven, ‘engaged in the great work of intercession on 
behalf ofthe children of men., The scripture testimo-. 
ny as to this fact is Heb. IX. 24, that Christ has entered. 
tito Hetoen itself, now to appear in the presence of God 
forus. “Heb. Vit. 25, that he ever. lives to make in- 
tercéssion' for them that come unto God by him.’ This. 
is the plain'testimony of God upon the subject. Before’ 
our Lord left the world, he delivered. this gracious 


promise to his disciples, John XLV. .16,17, L-will 


ray the Futher;and he shall give. you another Com- 
forter, that he may abide with you.for ever, even the 
Spirit of Frith. As he cannot fail in any promise that 
he has made to his people, all who believe in him may 
be assured that he is in Heaven praying to the Father 
on their behall. We cannot see Jesus thus engaged 


in the presence of God,-tor the place of bis clory. is not ; 


visible to‘mortal eyes, but, as it is testified by God, 


Tie; we'believe it :—yes, that glorious person 


God in his to to high office 


= 
| 


Mediator himself guilty man; whom: 
he sent into the world in the fuluess of time ; who was 
| conceived by the Holy Ghost ; who was boris of a vir-— 
gin; who was obedient unto death. even the death of 
the crass for the justification of his people ; who rose’ 
_agein from the dead, and was @xaited'to the right hand 
_of his Father, in that state of exaltation we believe 
he is indeed engaged in the’ gracious works of. inter- 


_ cession with the Father of ker 


It has not pleased’ God to infores in of 


the particular manner in which Christ intercedes for’ 
his people ;: ‘whether he prays to the Father for them 
in words; as he did when on earth, or whether in seme 
other miatitier that infinite wisdom may have determin- 
_@d upon: therefore we would not perplex you with the 
speculations ‘of men on the subject; but exhort you to. 
_ be satisfied with what God has in his wisdom revealed; 

_ persuaded that it is sufficient to answer all the po 
of his love. 


It is we next call 


attention to the eminent qualifications of Ohrist. 
for the gracious work of ‘iatercession. Thefact alone 
isnot sufficient for our hope and consolation, we must. — 
believe that we have tn Christ Jesus, a suitable inter. 
cessor, a in all respects qualified for the great work : 
for this is absolutely essential to the pueelemey of his 


Jesus irist is. “qualified for mating 


with’ ‘on our behalf, by virtue of the office he 
‘fills, by the. appointment of God, as the great High 
Priest over the house of God. It is in that office ie 
-officiates as making intercession. — In that oflice he was 
typified by the Hich Priests under the law: like them 
he offered a sacrifice for sin; like the.n he appears in 
the holiest of ‘all with the blood of that sacrifice : ‘but 
they and. their) work were shadows of good things to 
come 3 Christ is the substance: they and what theyrdid. 
were types; Christ and his offering, and his appea. 
inthe presence of God for us, are the 


| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
é 
‘ 
| 
3 
4 
2 
| 
| 
| 41 
| 
| 
| 
La 


And the substance being come, the Cea are gone, 
and thesubstance abides; for Christ isa Priest for ever 


aiter the order of Melchisedic; possessing an unchange- 
able priesthood. _As our great High Priest appears for 
us in the presence of the righteous God, the just law- 


giver, on behalf of those who have violated his law, and 
deserve the awful punishment which his justice threa- 


tened against every aes. it is absolutely essential 


to the success of his intercession, that it should be found- | 


+ €d ona satisfaction made to divine justice, for the sins 


of-those whose gause he has undertaken: for though 
the Son of God himself appears as the. intercessor on. 
behalfof the guilty, yet his intercesson cannot be heard 
by the just and holy God, except he plead upon some 
ae round that justice approves as well as mercy. The 
igh Priest under the law was forbidden ta ppaent im 
holiest ofall without blood which was offered 
deter- 
mination of God, that without the shedding of blood 


the-sins of the people; for it was the righteous 


there shoyld be no remission: and in vain aa 9 the 


Son of God appear.in the presence of God for us, if he 
appeared without blood: nor would it suffice if he ap- 
eyigte there with the blood of animals as the jewish 

high-priest did, for the blood of bulls and of can- 

not take away sin—but he is eminently qualified for — 


intercession on behalf ef the guilty, because he ap- 


pears in the presence of God “far them, not with the 
blood of ethers, but with his own blood, that blood 


which he shed by the gracious appointment of God 


for the sins of his.people. The priest himself is the 
Lamb ot God that takes away the sin of the world ; 
ever appearing in heaven as the Lamb that was slain, 
and whose precious blood_ was shed for 


of the guilty. 
And remember, that the wis- 
dom of the Son of God eminently qualifies hjm also for 


theiwork of intercession. . He who pleads.on behalf of 
others, should be periectly acquainted with their state 
and civcumstences, and also with the power of him with 


| 
| 


| 
4 
| 
| 
} 
* 
‘a 
& 
? 
| 
¢ 
| 
’ 
| 
; 
} 
q 
| 
an 
| 
2, 
wa 
i, 
4 
fer 


| | 
| 
{ ‘ei | 
| 
} 
| 


\ 


whom he pleads, to relieve and save. Now, the Son of 
God not only knows perfectly well the guilty and 
needy condition of sinners, and all that is essential to 
their salyation, but he also the most 
_ knowledge of the Father’s purposes of grace, what he 
- eando, what he is willing to do, what he has engaged 
_ todo, for the salvation of the objects of hisJove. In | 
wisdom, as well as in every other divine perfection, he 
is the equal of the Father, and his intercession, there- 
fore, will not come short of the Father’s treasures of 
grace : and it need not exceed those treasures for they 
_ who are interested in the mediation of Christ, need 
_ nothing but what the Father is willing to do for them 
| according to his abundant mercy in Christ Jesus. The | 
| _ Son knows that it is the good pleasure of his Father’s 
will to bless his people, in him, with all spiritual bles- 
sings, and his intercession is bounded by nothing short 
of this. The eternal purposes of God's grace, in Christ 
Jesus, toward his people, and the intercession of Christ. . 
on their behalf, differ not in the Jeast degree as to the 
number and nature of the blessings they comprehend. 
The infinite wisdom of the Son of God qualifies him for 
asking of God, on behalf of his people, all things that 
are included in that covenant of g in which provi- 
sion is made for a full and obimaal sal 


vation. | 
Our gracious Mediator is also admirably qualified — 

for intercession, by the great love he has for all for 

_ whom he appears in the presence of God. The love 
that led him to undertake their cause, to be humbled 

_ to suffer, and to die for their salvation, leads him also © 
to plead their cause with the Father in his state ot ex- __ 
altation. A perfect knowledge only, on thepartof 

_ an intercessor, would not suffice; for God would have 
perfectly known our state of need, though he had ne- 
ver loved us and determined on our salvation. An 

| _- ntercessor, in order so to engage in his work as to'in- 
sure success, must abound in love towards us, must 
4 feel the most tender compassion for us, must enter into 
all the miseries of our condition, and in his great love, 
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bewhatthe Son of God'really is; according 


through that part of his mediation in Hea- 


must-ardently. desire our full dcliveréncé: He. mast 


itecthe dp 
Priest ; one who loved 


merciful Haigh 


“a his church and guve himself for it; one whose great 
dove for 
his 


people is fally manifested. in every part of 
work of mediation. And if his Jove for his 
»ple bure him through his work of humiliation, suf: 
ing, abd dying, on earth, the same love will surely 


| ‘wen; from which abasement, pain; and death, :are:al-— 
together excluded: where alll is exaltation, glory; and 
ea If his love did not fail: hun when he was made 
a curse for us, surely it will not fail him now,..when, 
he is crowned glory and 
«lat considering quilificatins of Christ for he 
of anteréession, we shculd ever remember, 
Brethren, that héjappears in the presence of God 
us, as the God-man, Christ Jesus, the Son.of God and 
the Son of Man,).in’.one person ; that before he thus 
appeared i in>Heaven for us, he dwelt upon Earth, and 
wasin all points: tempted like as we are, yet without _ 
sin: consequently that he is touched with the feeling 
of-our infirmaties; that having himself suffered, being 
tempted, he is. able tosuccour them that are tempted ; 
whileche was assaulted by all the powers of earth 
he withstood all and remained holy, harm- 
leas, and undefiled, separate from sinners; and that — 
having engaged -in'such a couflict, and obtained such 
a victory, be kKnows.all the succours of grace that his 
people need.n their state of warfare ; he sympathizes 
with in all their. temptations and sufferings, for 
 bewas a man of sorrow and acquainted. with grief. 
Dhisiqualifies. bim:in a high degree for the officeof in- 
tercessor.on of those whose nature he bore ina 
state of humiliation, suffering, and strong. temptation 
whose present state: wpon. earth is the same as his was 
in the days ofthis flesh. 
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that’in the hioly, the spot! 
_ such an High Priest as it became us-to have, in order’ 


to our salvation through his and’ 


tntercession for his peop 


consolation forall who in faith and patience are tread 


The word of truth us, Heb) Vil. 26, Stich! 


an High-Priest became us, who is hoty; harmless, 
defiled, separate from’ sinners.” 


Christ was perfectly’ 
holy in his ‘nature and: life, ‘altogether pure and ‘free’ 
_—— the least taint of sin; he was senataiir in his dis- 

ition and ‘conduct toward. men, and not: merely’ 
rmiess, but full of goodness and mercy; ‘he was — 


undefiled, he did ‘not contract any defilement: of any’ 


kind from any source; he was separate jrom sinners ;' 


though he dwelt among sinners: and conversed with? 


them, yet he had no communion with them in’ ‘sin, lie 
was not in the least degree conformed to them in sin. 
Such was Christ, and such an High Priest became us: 
it was necessary that he should | ‘these qualifica- 
tions for the priestly office. He whio was to make atone- 
ment for the sins of others,:was,' himself, ‘to be with-" 
out sin, or there could be no value tn his sacrifice. If 


Christ had not been altogether without sin, he would’ 


not, in his intercession,” “have had any acceptable sa- 


crifice to: plead before God ; neither his offering up of 
himself, nor his appearing before God as an interces= 


sor, would have been of any avail. But it is our hap-. 
ess Jesus, we have 


prevailing intercession. } 
every believer in-Christ needs hiei intercession til 


he is brought to glory, and as the church of ‘God will 
need it in ‘every period ’till the end of time, it isa truth 
of unspeakable value, that Christ ever lives to make’ 
le; that he appears in the pre-»— 
sence of God for them till they are all in the actual | 
ion of their eternal inheritance; that his priest-: 
ood is unchangeable ; : that the nature and efficacy of © 
his intercession change not; that his eminent qualifie 
cations as an advocate with the Father are not: dimi- : 


j 


4 
ie 
yg | 
a 
é 
BAN 
| 
a 
* 
4 
| aN 
t 
t 
{ 
bea 
igs 
| 
} | 


their il] all the | of his a in 
the realms of bliss ; hg the Lord hath sworn, Sad will 
not repent, tliat. Christ is a priest for ever after the — 
order of Melchisedic. Upon this, as well as upon many 
other most precious and important truths concerning | 
the priesthood of Christ, the apostle dwells, very fully, — 
in lis epistle to the Hebrews: shewing, in many re- 
, the pre-eminence of Christ as the great High- 

Priest ever the house ef God: and especially in this: 
one point of exaltation above all the high-priests un-— a 
der the law, his continuance in office as the greatest = | 
and the last; whom no one shall succeed, but alfiding ot 
priest forever. 

The Lord Jesus being so for in- 
terceding with God for sinners, the prevalency of his 
intercession is most certain ; he cannot intercede in 
vain. Being appointed by God himself te the office 

of High-priest ; having a sacrifice of infinite value to 
plead ; ; asking nothing of Ged but what he can in jus- 
tice as well asin mercy grant, but what is the good 
pleasure ef his will, and to the-glory of his title g to 
bestow ; abounding in love, in tenderness, aud com-. 
passion, toward all for whom he pleads;.and being | 
himself perfectly free from all sin ;. surely his: interces- 
sion must prove effectual for all the great and blessed | 
ends for which it was appointed ;. must be honoured by 

with the most abundant success. 

As an interest in the mediation of Christ is essen- 

tial to.salvation, it isa matter of importance, brethren, © 

to consider who ‘they are for whom Christ intercedes. 
| , Asallmen arenet saved, Christ certainlydees not in- | 
_ tercede for all, for, if he did, his intercession, in some | 

| eases, would. prove without effect; whichis what wedo © 

| mot believe of the intercession of the Som of God. - 
When on earth he was praying for his disciples, he said 

| tobhis Father, J pray not for the world: and now, when re 
|. he@ppears in the presence of God for men, there is _ 

_ @ -partofthe human race for whom he does not inter- 
with the F einer. His intercession extends toall 
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who are imp gift, for when on 
earth he said to liis Father, J. pray for them that thou 
hast given me. ‘the Father's gitt to Christ are, doubts 
less, the elect, the predestinated unto life, the chosen 
in Christ from before the. foundation of the world; all 
whom Christ redeemed with his precious blood, for 
whom he obeyed, suffered and died. as their mediator, 
- surety, and substitute, As Christ laid down his life for 
the-sheep, so he intercedes for the sheep: as he loved 
* ss the Church and gave himself for it, so he ever lives 
| to make intercession for the Church. ' he. Church of 
Christ is the. house. of God, and Christ issaid to, be the 
High- Priest over that house ; ; consequently the. saving 
benefits of hig priesthood are confined to his Chutch, 
to that house which | is composed only of the ordained 
unto eterpal life. From the word of God we learn that 
Christ makes intercession for all who: come unto God 
by him, whe approach the eternal God, as,the Father 
*¢ of mercies, by faith in Christ Jesus, as the way. by 
whom we have access, by one. Spirit, to the Fat her. 
These, then, are certainly blessed with an interest in 
Christ’s intercession : and all who thus come unto God, | 
who are of the. true circumcision, who worship God in 
the Spirit, who rejoice in Christ Jesus, and- have no 
-eonfidence in the Hesh; may take all the comfort of 
this truth, that Curie ever lives. to. make bahpeananienes 
for them. 
The of “Christ's appears the 
wast benefits that are obtained by it, for the Church of 
God. If the intereeding grace of the Lord Jesus is es- 
sential to. the salvation of the Church, if it is a part of 
the divine plan forthe full and eternal salyation of all 
ae his chosen,.then salvation, spiritual and eternal, is the 
benefit of Christ's intercession, or, the-intercession of 
—.  -.. Christ is one part of that mediation ef, Christ, by which 
sinners Christ’s intercession, as the great 
-High-Priest who appears in, the presence of God, for 
his. ‘people, with his own. blood, obtains for them the 


(git of the of God, with all his and 
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through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. ' 
through the intercession of Christ, the Spirit of God 
produces faith in the hearts of God’s chusen, through 
the same intercession, they receive that adoption of 


erful with all the blessings connected with 
what he works in their hearts. if, as the fruit of 


_Christ’s intercession, the Spirit causes them to believe 


in the name of the Son of God ; through the same in- 
tercession is obtained for them, that forgiveness of ‘sins 


which God has promised to them that believe ; for the 
Saviour pieads his blood for that end ; that it may be 


ae en them, not only ta believe on his name, but that, 
lieving, they may be justified freely, by God’s nerece, 
Then, 


sons, which is. connected with taith imthe name of 


_ Christ: for, says the apostle, ye are all the children of 
God by. faith in Christ Jesus. In a word, all the sup-— 
plies of divine grace they receive ; all the succours of _ 


divine grace by which they are saved from the powers 


of sin, of the world, and of Hell; all the ee o 
_ divine grace that are wrought on their behalf ;. 
race that saves them in this | life, that saves them tee | 


the sting of death, that delivers them from death and 
the grave, from death eternal, and that raises them at 


_Jast to eternal life, is all obtained for them by their ad- 
vocate with the Father, who is able to save them to 
the uttermost, seeing he ever lives to make interces- 
sion for them. We know not, brethren, of any bles- 


sing we pray for, according ta the will of God, but 


what he bestows on us through the intercession af our 
great High- Priest. Heb. IV. 14, 15, 16. through 


him that we enjay the great benefit of access to God, 
and praying for the blessings of his mercy and grace: 


and if we are warranted, in the name of Christ, to pray 
for all the blessings of God’s great salvation, ‘then do 
all those blessings-flow to us through the intercession | 
of Christ. Weare informed by an ‘inspired writer that. 
it is because Christ ever lives to make intercession for 
who come uato God by is to save 
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We would not conclude this address, brethren, 
seiteoiat calling your attention to those effects that 


should be plladeiiedl ia us by the faith of Christ's inter- 


cession : fel hat God has been pleased to reveal in 
his word upon this. as well as upon many other sub- | 
: em closely connected with it, he has revealed for the 
‘of producing great effects in all them that be- | 


= 


i that thereby their spiritual good might be pros 
moted, that they might richly experience the abun-_ 


dant grace of God j in Christ Jesus, that they might en- 


joy their manifold privileges, that they might render 


to God what is due to him for all the benefits af his 
great salvation. It is God who works in his people, 


by his Spirit, both to will and to do of his good plea-— 
sure; but the divine Spirit in performing this work of ° 


grace, makes use of the doctrines and promises of that 
word of truth which is spirit and life. — 


_ The intercession of Christ is a blessing of such vast : 
magaitude, | that if we believe in it, we must experi-— 
ove and gratitude to the God of all grace, — 
and tohisdear Son, for the inestimable blessing. It— 
is, in truth, a doctrine of divine grace: it is the fruit 
of the Father’s great love ; itis fraught with the richest 


ence much 


blessings ; and ‘the benefits of it shall = of eter- 


nal duration. 
‘Believing the of Christ’ as it 


is set before us in the word of truth, we must beinflu- | 
enced to come unto God by him, to approach the throne 


of his grace with boldness, and there to pour out our 


hearts before him ; adoring bis great name, confessing 
our sins, giving him thanks for his manifold mercies, 
and imploring all the blessings of his grace for our- 
selves and for the whole Church of God. Having such 
an High Priest, who is ever making intercession for 
us, should we not highly value, and diligently use, 


the privilege which it obiains for us, of access to God | 


at all times? Would not the neglect of prayer, secret 


or social, be making light of the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through whom the way is eyer open for 
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us to the Father of Mercies ; whois ever before God to © 
present all our sacrifices that are offered tothe Father 
in his name?. There are many considerations that 
should excite believers to constant and fervent prayer ; 
and surely the intercession of Christ should be viewed. 
by them as among the most powerful inducements to. 
pray without ceasing: as among the most animati 
encouragements to draw near to God centinnally.— 
This grace of our Lord Jesus Christ should have the 
most happy influence upon us, in our solemn and de- 
~ dightful seasons of public worship, as well as in our se- 
«ret approaches to God. The way is open for us to the. 
throne of divine. grace; God is ready, for his dear 
Son’s,sake,todo for us exceeding abundantly above all 
_ that we can ask or think ; that blood is before the 
throne that speaks better things than the blood of 
Abel’; God delights to honor the “High-Priest of his. 
own appointment, the sacrifice that was offered by his 
own command, the intercession that. is made as the 
fruit of his own love. May we not then, without pre- 
sumption, banish from our souls every fear on the 
ground of past guilt, or the imperfection of present 
services; assured that our imiquities are not remember- 
ed against us, and that our spiritual sacrifices will be 
acceptable unto God by Christ Jesus? May we not 
with joyful and thankful hearts, wershipthe Father of. 
Mercies, having confidence in-him as the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to us, in him, 
the God of all grace? As the intercession of Christ in- 
sures the acceptance of all who come unto Ged by him, 
and a gracious:answer to all they ask in his name ; the. 
belief of his intercession should produce in us, strong 
confidence in God as the hearer of prayer. It is our 
ilege to beassured, that whatsoever we ask of the 
ther scennding tohis ‘will, in the name of Christ, he 
will do it for us,* We give glory to Christ, as our in- 
tencessor, when we seek aH things, and hope for all. 
things, from the Father of Mercies, inter- 
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Teo conclnde, you, dear abide’ in the 
‘truth as it is in Jesus ; contending for the faith once 
delivered to. the Saints: may yougrow in grace and in’ 
the knowledge of the aan Jesus Christ: may bro-— 
therly love greatly atly abound among you; and may all 
the fruits of the Spirit be borne by you: may you, as 
risen with Christ, sdek those things which’ are above, 
where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God ; ; and 
when Christ, who is your life, ‘shall appent, nay you 

also appear with him in glory. 


| Signed, on behalf of 


Moderator. | 


MINUTES. 
LEEDS, MAY 20th, 1812. 
MET at three in the afternoon—the meeting was in- 
troduced by singing, and Brother Birt, of Hull, pray- 
ed. Brother Rteadunah , of Bradford, was chosen Mode- 
rator. The letters from the churches were read. Bro- 
_ ther Downs, of Sheffield, concluded with prayer. 
Met again at half past six. Brother Littlewood, of 
Rochdale, prayed. Brother Lister, of Lime-street, ‘Li- 
_ verpool, preached from 1 Tim. 1—11, “ The elorious 
_ Gospel,” Brother Stephens, of Manchester, read the 
_ Cireular Letter, on the Intercession of Cnet, and con- 
| cluded in prayer. 
"Phursday Morning, at seven- —met for prayer. 
- Brethren Hyde, Mann, Holroyd, and T ricket, prayed. 
Met again at half past ten. Brother Downs prayed. 
- Brother Stephens preached from Proy. 19, 21. ** There 
are many devices in a man’s heart: nev bethieclean. the 
counsel of the Lord, that shall stand.” Brother Stead- 
man preached from Isaiah 32. 15. “* betes: the Spirit be 
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roved upon us from on high, and the wilderwess bee. 
‘fruitful field, and the fruitful field for a 
forest, ” and concluded i in 


- The following RESOLUTIONS were pessed : 

That the Church, meeting in -Lime-street, Liver- 

pool, under the pastoral care of Mr. Lister, be re- 
ceived inio the Association. , 

2 That the Circular Letter be printed. ate 

3 That the next Association be at Bacup, on Wednes- 

day and Thursday in the Whitsun-week : and that our 
Brethren Smith, Hargreaves, and Steadman, be re- 
quested*to preach. In case of failure, 3rethren 
- Shuttleworth, Spilting, and Edwards. To , put up 

at the George and Dragon, Bacup. 

4 that the subject of the next Letter be on the 

portance of Religious Knowledge; and that ar, | = 
Brother Lister be requested to Pat it up. 


In the Association this Year there mere, oe 
37 


Added by Baptism 120 | Lost by Death 
Letter 19 Dismission 15 
Restored 2 23 
Clear Increase 66. 


| 
Met again at half past six in the Evening, when Bro- 
ther Scarlet, of Gildersome, prayed, and Brother 
Birt preached from Rom. 8, 15, “ For ye have not 
received the Spirit of bondave again to fear; but ye — 
have received the Spirit of adoption, wherehy we 
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“MANCHESTER : PRINTED BY W. COWDROY; GAZETTL-OFFICE. 
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